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Malaysia’s new FiT
quota of 20 MW
solar PV snapped up
PUTRAJAYA, April 5th 2013: Malaysia’s
latest feed-in tariff (FiT) quota of 20 MW
solar photovoltaic (PV) was snapped up
within an hour of its release on April 2nd
2013, despite the recently-announced steep
increase in degression from 8% to 20% for
projects larger than 24 kW.
Sustainable
Energy Development
Authority Malaysia
(SEDA Malaysia)
released the quota for
non-individuals under
the 500 kW category
at noon that day. Its
chairman Tan Sri Dr Fong Chan Onn (pic)
said 137 applications were submitted via
the e-FiT online system within an hour.
Read more

SENNET@GPA

GPA Living Cases

Hadri to help stakeholders fulfill
Malaysia’s green potential Read more

GreenTech Malaysia’s MyHIJAU
directory in print soon Read more

SEDA Malaysia announces 20 MW PV
quota and regression rates Read more

LNG bunkering feasible in
Australian ports Read more

Sustainable Energy Network

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
SENNET AT GPA
Read more

UK, GERMAN FUNDING
MECHANISM IN THE PIPELINE
Read more

BYD KICKS OFF HONG KONG
E-TAXI PLAN WITH 45 EVS
Read more
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China’s long road to sustainability
China’s actions indicate it has embarked on sustainability as a business case

The smog that enveloped
northern China early this
year was an extreme event
that generated a lot of bad
press, fanned by an army
of bloggers who criticised
the government for allowing
runaway development at the
expense of the environment.
The foul air covered
an area the size of France.
Winds also blew the smog
south, affecting even Hong
Kong. The air was so
hazardous that it broke the
ceiling of the air quality
index, which now includes
suspended particles as fine
as PM2.5.
Understandably,
the people reacted with
consternation, criticising
the government for not
doing enough to protect
the environment and the
people’s welfare. The
development that turned
China into an economic
powerhouse was mainly
fuelled by cheap coal.

GREENOMAD SOLAR KIOSKS: EMPOWERING
ECO-FRIENDLY F&B OUTFITS
Read more

“Environmental
protection is the
fundamental measure
for development of
ecological civilisation.”
Jiang Wei

“The government has
made a strategic decision
to develop circular
economy and achieve
green growth.”

Although new premier
Li Keqiang promised to crack
down on pollution, in truth,
the Chinese government has
for many years now invested
heavily to boost the use of
clean and renewable energy,
and had put in motion
major pollution-control
programmes in all the
development zones. If these
measures were not taken,
the winter smog would have
been worse.
During the opening
of the Macao International
Environment Cooperation
Forum and Exhibition in
March 2013, Jiang Wei, the
deputy director of the Hong
Kong and Macao Affairs
Office of China’s Ministry of
Environmental Protection,
acknowledged that the air
quality of many cities had
seen “dramatic decline”
during the smog episode.
Read more

Wang Weizhong

NEW 50 MW SOLAR PV PROJECT IS
INDIA’S LARGEST
Read more
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Balancing eco and ego
Chairman of Sustainable Development Technology Foundation Prof CS Kiang tells the Macao
International Environmental Cooperation Forum & Exhibition (MIECF) 2013 that in the area
of sustainable development, China prefers to contribute through global collaboration, rather
than assume a leadership role.

If there was a defining moment in Prof CS
Kiang’s keynote address, it came during
question time when a European businessman
who has lived in Asia for 25 years asked him
how China could show leadership in the area
of sustainable development.
Kiang said China and the US are two
of the world’s biggest polluters, and while
everybody wanted to cut carbon, the world
was short on standards. He credited the
Europeans with the most experience in
setting standards, and it was something they
could do very well.
Stressing that China can and should
play a role, Kiang said it should at the same
time be humble about it and contribute what
it can to the world, instead of wanting a
leadership position.
“Western civilisation has a lot of ego.
Chinese civilisation has eco. I think the eco
and ego should be balanced. That’s my
answer,” he said, to a round of applause.
The popular argument today is that
since China has grown into a global economic
force within a short time, second only to
the US, it is only right that the planet’s
most populous nation lead on sustainable
development.

NTU SCIENTIST DEVELOPS
NANOMATERIAL TO TACKLE
ECO CHALLENGES Read more

Prof Kiang: If there is no east nor west, you have nothing

However, in his speech, Kiang
frequently stressed global collaboration as
the key to combating mankind’s greatest
challenge, that of climate change, as “we
share the same planet, the same purpose”.
He said the unity of east and west will
result in greater achievements. He quipped:
“In Chinese, east is tong and west is si. If you
put the two words together, it means tong si
or ‘something’. If there is no east nor west,
you have nothing.” East and west in unity, he
said, will mean something. Read more

NEXT-GEN BATTERIES:
LI-ION PARITY IN A DECADE
Read more

SHARP’S SOLAR CELL HITS RECORD
37.7% CONVERSION EFFICIENCY
Read more
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The China challenge
Economist Prof Jeffrey Sachs, who is special advisor to United Nations secretary-general Ban
Ki-Moon, calls on China to lead the world’s sustainable development agenda in his keynote
address at the 6th Macao International Environmental Cooperation Forum & Exhibition (MIECF)
on March 21, 2013.

There’s no question that the
future of the world depends
on the decisions in Asia, the
world’s most populous region
and the most economically
dynamic – the region that
will therefore guide the world
decisively in the twenty-first
century.
And no country will play a
greater role than China, which
has demonstrated the most
remarkable economic dynamism
the world has ever seen.
Yet, with all that economic
dynamism, we face increasing
challenges and even grave
threats to the planet. It is the
combined economic, social and
environmental challenges that is
the great and, so far, unsolved
problem before all humanity.
Jeffrey Sachs:
It is a unique challenge to
our generation because humanity has never
faced such problems that need to be solved.
Never before have we been so populous and
so economically dynamic that human activity
actually threatens the ecological boundaries.

China INVESTS IN melting Arctic
in bid to win influence
Read more

The world is increasingly
aiming to live under the rubric
of sustainable development. And
there is a very good prospect that
within the next two years, the
world’s governments, within the
context of the United Nations, will
adopt sustainable development
goals.
Sustainable development
was agreed on this past year at
the Rio+20 Summit to be the
guiding principle for the next
phase of global economic history.
So we have to ask first: what does
sustainable development mean?
In China, the concept of
ecological civilisation is close
to the concept of sustainable
development. Sustainable
development means we should
aim for three simultaneous
objectives: economic development,
social inclusion (meaning the broad base
of prosperity in society) and environmental
sustainability.
In truth, it is difficult enough to even
achieve one of these objectives. Read more

MALAYSIAN UNIVERSITY LAUNCHES
MINI BIOGAS POWER PLANT
Read more
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Passion drives world’s first triple-platinum
green hotel
Hong Kong’s Sheung
Wan district is home to
a new 36-storey building
that is the world’s first
triple platinum-rated
green hotel. The Holiday
Inn Express Hong Kong
SoHo is also being
assessed for China’s
3-Star rating.
Opened in late
2012, the three-star hotel
conveniently located in
one of the oldest parts of
Hong Kong has already
garnered top ratings from
LEED by the US Green
Building Council, BEAM
Plus by the Hong Kong
Green Building Council
and Green Mark by
Singapore’s Building and
Construction Authority
(BCA).
Yau Lee Holdings Limited, one of Hong
Kong’s premier construction companies, built
this hotel into a showcase of sustainability at
a construction cost of HK$350 million (US$45
million), and it is now being managed by
InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG).

Q&A WITH YAU LEE HOLDINGS ’S
ROSANA WONG Read more

In an interview
with Green Prospects
Asia at the hotel
in March, Yau Lee
Holdings executive
director Rosana Wong
displayed a passion for
green and a penchant
for detail from planning
to completion that
bordered on perfection.
For her, going green has
to be a business case as
well.
Yau Lee Holdings
was started by her
father Wong Ip Kuen
in 1958 and it went
public in 1991. From
2005, Rosana says, they
decided to turn the
company into a green
integrated corporation
with the aim to be the
best in the region and, progressively, in the
world. “We want to be as green as possible,
from headquarters to work sites, and we want
to strive for zero carbon.”
Read more

HOTEL WITH A GREEN HEART
Read more
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Showcase for science and sustainability

One for the album: VIPs at the opening ceremony officiated by Macao’s Chief Executive Chui Sai On

Macao (above)
and the US
(left) are
among
countries that
set up themed
pavilions to
showcase their
products and
services

Billed as a gateway to south
China, the Macao International
Environmental Cooperation
Forum and Exhibition
(MIECF) has become a highpowered annual rendezvous
for businessmen exploring
opportunities in China’s green
growth agenda.
This year’s event – sixth
in the series – again saw bigger
participation. Held from March
21st to 23rd, it attracted 10,100
visitors, an increase of nearly
20% compared to the 2012
edition. Of these, 6,800 were
environmental professionals.
On top of that, 41 cooperation
documents were signed.
continue next page

HOSPITAL’S GREEN FEATURES TO
MITIGATE RISING HEALTHCARE COSTS
Read more

NETHERLANDS INSTITUTE FOR ECOLOGY:
TESTBED FOR GREEN APPLICATIONS
Read more
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Ao Lung’s air car: The airtank has been placed under the
car seat for aesthetics

Renault’s all-electric vehicles, the Fluence Z.E. (left)
and the Kangoo Z.E.

The foldable
YikeBike, a light
electric bicycle
exhibited by EV
World Pte Ltd of
Singapore

GREEN ESCAPE AT
AMSTERDAM’S AIRPORT PARK
Read more

Model of a water resources conservation project by CECEP

Initiated and led by the government
of the Macao Special Administrative Region
(Macao SAR) and co-organised by the
provincial governments in the Pearl River
Delta (PRD) and Hong Kong, MIECF is
strategically positioned to nurture business,
technology and information exchange and
cooperation between the Pan-PRD Region in
south China and the international markets.
The next MIECF will be held from March 27th
and 29th, 2014.
This year’s opening event, officiated by
Macau chief executive Chui Sai On, heard
keynote speeches from five VIPs, including
Wang Weizhong, vice minister of China’s
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST),
and Prof Jeffrey Sachs, special advisor to
United Nations secretary-general Ban KiMoon. The theme was “Sustainable Cities –
The Way Towards a Green Future”.
Some 439 exhibitors showed off their
products and services at the green exhibition.
Read more

MALAYSIAN BUILDINGS:
50 MILLION SQ FT NOW GBI CERTIFIED
Read more
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Sustainability

Growing a green legacy
Ruth Yeoh, eldest daughter of YTL Corporation CEO Tan Sri Dr
Francis Yeoh, has made the company’s sustainability agenda
her personal one. She talks to Linda Archibald about this
ongoing journey.

Sime Darby Group head of
sustainability and quality
management Khairudin Hashim
talks to Eleanor Chen on the
group’s first sustainability report
released in October 2012.

Sustainability is
not a lone crusade
– it is holistic, with
our collective voice and
conscience being a lot
more powerful than we
think. One can cut carbon
and simultaneously grow
profits.

YTL Cement pioneered
the use of slag cement
in Malaysia in 1997,
enabling massive savings of
Portland cement production
and the preservation of
limestone reserves. YTL’s
subsidiary, Wessex Water,
our utilities company in the
UK, has been recognised
by the UK water industry
regulator, Ofwat, as the most
efficient operator in England
and Wales for three years
running.

Nanowire solar cells boost
efficiency limit
Read more

Embedding
sustainability
in Sime Darby

The (YTL) Group
has successfully
reduced our carbon
footprint – mainly through
increasing energy efficiency
and reducing energy
consumption.

Read full interview

“The main challenges
were getting people to
understand what we are
trying to achieve with the
sustainability agenda;
and the importance
of accountability
and transparency in
building trust with key
stakeholders.”
Read more

Marshalling Thailand’s dispersed
energy resources
Read more
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Dr Prasad Modak is
chairman of the Green
Purchasing Network of
India. His email is prasad.
modak@emcentre.com
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Shel Horowitz is the
primary author of Guerrilla
Marketing Goes Green. He
can be reached at shel@
greenandprofitable.com

Practicing the 3Rs
essential amid Asia’s
rising growth and waste

d.light: Bringing
sustainable lighting to
address desperate need

Asia is rapidly urbanising. As of 2010, nearly
30% of India’s population is in cities and for
China this figure is close to 40%. By 2030,
these estimates are expected to reach 50%.
Today, per capita waste generation for
high-income population is close to 2.5 kg –
almost five times that of the per capita waste
generation in low-income countries. As Asia’s
economy improves and the middle-income
groups expand, waste generation is expected
to increase in Asian cities. Read more

Perhaps you’ve read the game-shifting book
The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid,
by CK Prahalad (you can read my review
here. Arguing that the most economically
disadvantaged people on the planet not only
create a great market for those entrepreneurs
brave enough to venture into that territory,
but also that developing countries provide a
terrific testing ground for innovation and cost
control, Prahalad offers numerous examples
of companies that are profiting handsomely
while serving the poorest of the poor.
Here in the green world, we can look
at that innovation potential through a lens of
deep sustainability and multiple benefits. And
the possibilities are awesome.
It’s been a while since I’ve profiled a
company in this space. Read more

Puppy Dogs and Solar Quotes:
An Example of Cause Marketing
by Tor ‘Solar Fred’ Valenza
Read more

EIGHT WAYS TO PREVENT HOUSEHOLD
WASTE FOR FUN AND PROFIT
by Jacquie Ottman
Read more
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by Linda Archibald

Sustainability in Asean: Important, yet
not prioritised
Although sustainability is on the priority
list of 81% of over 200 businesses in five
Asean countries that took part in a survey,
less than half have a sustainability strategy
that is aligned with their business goals. On
top of that, only one out of five companies is
willing to share and publish the outcomes of
its stakeholder dialogue on sustainability.

These are some of the findings contained
in a March 2013 report on a survey entitled
“Going beyond philanthropy: Pulse check
on sustainability”. Some 200 of the 700
approached for this survey responded. They
were from Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines,
Indonesia and Malaysia.
Read more

Key takeaways from companies surveyed

THE NETHERLANDS’ SAFER,
GREENER HIGHWAYS
Read more

SMART-ENERGY HOMES
Read more

floating offshore
solar field concept
Read more
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The Water We Eat
According to The Water We Eat, each
of us consumes more than 3,400 litres
of virtual water each day – water used
indirectly and hidden in the products
we buy and the food we eat, which
can vary significantly. Published out of
Italy, this free multi-author PDF volume highlights how
everyday consumer choices can significantly reduce
virtual water consumption. It contains insights useful
for corporations seeking to improve their environmental
performance in regions of greater water scarcity, and
will help businesses recognise opportunities to engage
customers in pursuing more responsible and sustainable
purchasing decisions. Visit the interactive website and
download the free report here.

Energy Storage Station
Congress 2013 – Tapping Into
China’s Energy Storage Market
18th-19th April 2013
Shenzhen, China
Green Thinking In Construction
24th-25th April 2013
Seri Pacific Hotel, Kuala Lumpur
Water Malaysia 2013
23rd-25th April 2013
Kuala Lumpur Convention
Centre, Malaysia
Hydro Power Market In India
26th April 2013
Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi,
India

MAY

SMI-Wizness Social Media Sustainability Index 2012
Now in its third edition, the annual SMI-Wizness
Social Media Sustainability Index looks at how more
than 400 major businesses are using social media
to communicate sustainability. This
interactive report identifies the top 100
companies for the index and highlights
the best practice communication
approaches they employ.
Especially amusing, yet instructive,
is #FAIL, the section where SMI
catalogues the greatest social media
screw-ups to show how companies get social media
communications wrong and why the same mistakes get
repeated by different companies.
Overall, Facebook was the social media
channel most favoured by corporate sustainability
communicators, closely followed by Twitter.
Sustainability blogs and magazines seem more
popular than YouTube, while Cisco is the lone Top 100
company trailblazing a Google+ presence. Read more
and download here.
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INAGREENTECH 2013
2nd-4th May 2013
JIExpo Kamyoran, Jakarta,
Indonesia
Geothermal Power Asia
Congress 2013
21st-22nd May 2013
Jakarta, Indonesia
Green Data Centre Summit
2013
22nd May 2013
Hong Kong Convention &
Exhibition Centre
Solar Desalination Forum
26th-29th May 2013
Le Royal Meridien, Abu Dhabi,
UAE
4th China Solid Waste Summit
30th-31st May 2013
Shanghai, China
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Charging gadgets with foot-powered
air pumps
Gotwind’s portable
charger works with all
standard camping-style
foot-powered air pumps
to rotate its turbine at
up to 2,000 rpm, driving
the small but powerful
alternator. The Power
Pump, which measures 154 mm x 129 mm
(height 47 mm), can be used for charging most
small portable devices, including smartphones,
GPS devices and cameras. Typically, one
minute of foot pumping can power a fiveminute phone call. Read more

Eco-friendly pizza box
William Walsh’s innovative pizza
box innovation, the GreenBox, could
help save resources otherwise used
on dishwashing, paper plates and
aluminium foil. The top separates
easily into four “plates”, while the
bottom half folds neatly into a smaller
box for leftover pizza. Watch the
demo video here

Indian clay fridge works
without electricity
The Mitticool, brainchild
of Indian entrepreneur
Mansukhbhai Prajapati, is a
fridge made of clay that works
on the principle of evaporation.
As water from the upper
chambers drips down the side,
it evaporates and draws heat
away from the inside, leaving
the chambers cool. The lidded
top upper chamber holds drinking water and features
a small tap for ease of use. The lower chamber
features two shelves that keep food, vegetables and
even milk naturally fresh for days. Read more
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PV film turns screens into
power generators

French company Wysips will soon produce
a transparent photovoltaic (PV) film that
can continuously charge the batteries of
handphones or other mobile devices. The
film, which is 90% transparent, will be placed
under the screen. The company is finalising
a production line that can produce eight
million components a year and is expected
to start equipping the first smartphones with
the PV film by 2014. By the end of 2013,
Wysips will introduce the first energy selfsufficient billboards in partnership with the
manufacturing company Prismaflex. Watch
the demo video

Aquakerb channels stormwater to
grow healthier trees
Australian Terry
Markou’s Aquakerb
Irrigation System
captures rainwater
from the street
gutter and delivers it
to the root zone of a
street tree instead of
flushing it down the
stormwater system.
This keeps the tree healthy and encourages the
tree’s roots away from residential boundaries.
To install an Aquakerb, a hole about 1.5 meters
deep is drilled near a tree, then an 800 ml plastic
pipe is inserted in the ground, leaving 50 cm
at the bottom to fill with porous material. The
Aquakerb grill is replaced on top. This takes
about 15 minutes. Watch an installation here

